
Today, governments right across the world are faced with two huge 

dilemmas.  

Our model of Universal Basic Income proposes a simple structure of payments given to just about everyone,            

regardless of age or employment status.  

Universal Basic Income can, at first sight seem illogical – even immoral. What is progressive about giving someone 

earning nearly three times the national average wage exactly the same level of benefits as someone who is looking for 

work? 
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Most importantly, our model of Universal Basic Income is fit for the 21st 

century.  

All across the globe, variants of Universal Basic Income are in the process of being tried, tested and rolled 

out. Our research shows it is correlated with a host of positive factors, from boosting entrepreneurship to 

increasing the health and wellbeing of participants.  

The welfare state has become incredibly complex whilst locking 

those it seeks to help in a vicious circle of low pay, insecurity and 

an intrusive state. The RSA doubts the current system can be fixed.  

A system of Universal Basic Income is the best alternative to help people 

improve their own lives over time – it provides better security to support 

people’s need to work, learn, set up a business or care for their family. 

To this end the RSA is proposing a new Basic Income model which is a 

genuinely progressive tax system.   

It will offer support for everybody, including low-income 

families who are currently receiving benefits, unleashing 

their creativity and truly enabling their power to create.  
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https://www.thersa.org/discover/publications-and-articles/reports/basic-income/
https://twitter.com/theRSAorg
https://www.facebook.com/theRSAorg
https://www.thersa.org/action-and-research/rsa-projects/public-services-and-communities-folder/basic-income/

